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Raider Pride 
Newsletter 

Raider Pride 
Newsletter 

Celebrating 

Earth Day! 

Leah Will, a fourth grader in  

Ms. Elizabeth Wimer’s classroom at 

Connoquenessing Valley Elementary 

School joins her classmates and the 

members of the PTO to beautify the 

school’s garden.  

Open for bid 

Seneca Valley Foundation opens silent auction to community 

The Seneca Valley Foundation is pleased to provide you with a 

chance to silently bid on some of the items slated for auction at the 

May 8 “Seneca Social” Fundraiser at Jergel’s Rythme Grille in 

Warrendale. 

The event, with all proceeds benefiting Seneca Valley students and 

student programs, has previously helped with the Seneca Valley 

STEM Fair, the purchase of elementary literacy libraries and even 

the Seneca Valley Marching Band uniforms. Your contribution can 

help us do more in the years to come. To learn more and/or pur-

chase tickets, visit www.svsd.net/SenecaSocial.  

TO BID: 

The online auction is just a sampling of the many items that will be available at the May 8 event. 

All bids submitted through the online auction MUST be accompanied with name, address, phone 

number and email contact. Bids without this information won’t be accepted.  

Bids must be in $15 increments and will be posted as received. All bids will become final at noon on 

May 7, and will then be taken to the May 8 “Seneca Social” fundraiser where they will be open and 

available with the online bid listed as current bid. Bid winners not at the event will be contacted of 

their win after the event concludes. 

To bid, visit our online auction site at www.svsd.net/SenecaSocialAuction 

SV finalizes 2013-14  

district calendar 

The final revision for the 2013-14 

Seneca Valley Calendar was 

approved by the school board 

during the action agenda portion 

of the April 7 work session 

meeting. 

After consulting with the 

Pennsylvania Department of 

Education, it was determined that 

students will meet the required 

instructional time with the current 

calendar, which includes five 

snow makeup days. Therefore, 

students will not need to make up 

the sixth snow day. 

To be clear, the remaining 

calendar holidays and snow 

makeup days are as follows: 

● May 9 – Snow Makeup Day #4 

– School is in session 

● May 23 – Professional 

Development Day (Act 80) – 

No school for students 

● May 26 – Memorial Day 

Holiday – No School for 

students or staff 

● May 30 – Last day for seniors/

SV Graduation Day 

● June 6 – Last day of school and 

early release for students, 

grades K-11 (this is also snow 

makeup day #5). Secondary 

students, grades 7-12, will be 

released at 10:30 and 

elementary students, 1-6, will 

be released at 11:15 a.m.  

● June 9-10 – Professional 

Development Days (Act 80 

Days) for Staff (June 10 is staff 

snow makeup day #6) – no 

school for students 

To view the 2013-14 SV At-A-

Glance Calendar, visit the 

announcements section of the 

homepage at www.svsd.net. 

http://www.svsd.net/SenecaSocial
http://www.svsd.net/SenecaSocialAuction
http://www.svsd.net
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The Elite Six 

Six Seneca Valley students are seen here after performing as part of 

the 2014 Pennsylvania Music Educator Association’s (PMEA) All-

State Choir.  

One of the largest Seneca Valley groups to ever attend state chorus, 

each student had to first make it through district and regional 

chorus auditions made up of schools in Beaver, Butler, Lawrence, 

Mercer, Allegheny, Washington and Westmoreland counties.  

Back row, from left: Josh Baktay, Lance Hahn and David Osorno. Front row, from left: Ellie Lahm, 

Lauren Ottaviani and Hayley Hoss.  

In addition to earning a spot on the state-wide choir, Hayley Hoss was named second chair at States. 

SV invited to 

perform at 

PMEA State 

Conference 

SV students in Jazz Ensemble 

I performed, via invitation, on 

stage at the Pennsylvania 

Music Educators 

Association's (PMEA) 

Annual Conference in 

Hershey on March 27. It was 

quite an honor to be invited to 

play before music educators 

from all over the state.  

While most 

students in their 

middle school 

years are still 

unsure of which 

career path they 

will take or the 

music they like, 

Seth Beck was 

already 

beginning his 

venture into jazz. 

“We knew early 

that Seth was 

keen on music 

and everything 

related to it,” said 

John Beck, 

Seth’s father.  If even a little unsure, John and his 

wife Petra were convinced while on a shopping 

trip to a local music store to upgrade Seth’s 

middle school trumpet. His parents said they 

noticed he would not take his eyes off the shiny 

blue Ibanez Electric Bass hanging on the wall 

near the store exit.  

“We asked him if that was what he really wanted 

and he immediately replied with a ‘definitely,’ 

said Ms. Smith. “It was the best $250 investment 

we ever made and since that spring Saturday 

afternoon Seth has never looked back.” 

Today, as a senior upright bassist in the SV Jazz 

Ensemble, that early dedication has paid off as 

Seth has been awarded a significant talent 

scholarship from one of the oldest and elite Jazz 

Performance College programs in the country at 

William Paterson University in New Jersey. Just 

a 20 minute ride outside the world jazz hub in 

Manhattan, Patterson University is one of the 

few in the country with real emphasis on small-

group playing and a genuine commitment to the 

jazz tradition. Purchase College, State University 

of New York, another top national jazz program 

and strictly performing arts program, has also 

offered Seth a similar talent scholarship to attend 

their institution as well.   

“To me, the talent scholarship means to me that 

anyone with a passion for something can be 

rewarded for pursuing what they love to do,” 

Seth explained. 

Wherever he lands, this jazz enthusiast already 

has a plan to be professionally playing in New 

York and to eventually teach at the collegiate 

level. His main influence is the late Ray Brown, 

an influential American jazz double bassist and 

cellist, known for extensive work with Oscar 

Peterson and Ella Fitzgerald among many others.  

“He is one of the best bass players to have ever 

lived and his playing has impacted me a lot,” 

Seth said. 

But Seth is also quick to point out that the 

majority of his influences can also be found in 

the classrooms and practice sessions with Seneca 

Valley’s many talented instrumental teachers. 

“The main thing that the SV music program has 

showed me is I should never settle for a standard 

that is not my very best,” Seth said. “Mr. 

Matchett, Mr. Armstrong and Mr. Babick, in my 

opinion, are elite music educators and I am 

thankful to have been instructed by them.” 

His parents were in full agreement.   

“This team of passionate professionals rival the 

very best this nation has to offer at any high 

school level and we should be proud of them,” 

said the Becks. “They continue to produce top 

talent for the next level and Seth is evidence of 

this.” 

Wherever you decide to go, Seth, all of us here at 

Seneca Valley wish you the best. Don’t forget us 

when you become America’s next influential 

jazz artist.  

SV student heads to elite jazz program  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jazz
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Double_bassist
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cellist
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oscar_Peterson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oscar_Peterson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ella_Fitzgerald
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On Thursday, April 3, 650 Seneca Valley choral 

students had the honor of participating in a 

musical performance assessment and clinic with 

several accomplished musicians from our area. 

All ten of our choir groups at the secondary level 

participated in the event held throughout the day 

in the Seneca Valley Intermediate High School. 

Pictured here are the members of the Seneca 

Valley Men’s Choir, the largest high school 

men’s choir in Pennsylvania. 

In Harmony 

SV participates in music assessment 

SV instrumental students excel at PMEA Festivals  

The 2014 PMEA Festival season has been another successful one for the Seneca Valley Instrumental Mu-

sic program.  

In February, 15 students from Seneca Valley participated in the PMEA District 5 Festival held at Lakevue 

High School. The following students represented Seneca Valley: Dan Singer, Stefany Baron, Sarah Ko-

chis, Sam West, Dan Eppler, Matt Ruwe, Natalie Byers, Martin Chrzanowski, Zach DeDionisio, Mitch 

Weaver, Brendan Kennelty, Aaron Jackson, Chrissy Otteni, Becca Danik, and Adam Johanknecht. 

Through an audition process, students were then selected to go to the Region Band Festival, which was 

comprised of schools from the western half of the state. Seneca Valley was represented by 13 students at 

Belle Vernon High School. Those attending were Dan Singer, Stefany Baron, Sarah Kochis, Sam West, 

Dan Eppler, Matt Ruwe, Natalie Byers, Martin Chrzanowski, Zach DeDionisio, Mitch Weaver, Brendan 

Kennelty, Aaron Jackson and Chrissy Otteni. 

From Region Band, students were once again selected through an audition process to participate in one of 

the all-state ensembles that are comprised of students from across the entire state. This year, eight students 

will be representing Seneca Valley at the PMEA State Conference in Hershey, Pennsylvania in late 

March. Those students include Stefany Baron, Sarah Kochis, Sam West, Matt Ruwe, Natalie Byers, Mar-

tin Chrzanowski, Mitch Weaver and Brendan Kennelty. 

In addition to the students who earned a place in an All-State ensemble through the festival system, four 

additional students were selected through a separate extensive audition process to be part of the All-State 

Jazz Band. Seneca Valley had four students selected to be a part of this very prestigious performing 

group. Dan Singer, Seth Beck, Nikko Paserba and Dan Eppler will represent Seneca Valley in this ensem-

ble of select jazz musicians. 

Several Seneca Valley Middle School musicians have been selected for participation in the PMEA Junior 

High District Band Festival to be held April 15, 2014 at Rochester High School. Students were selected 

for this honors band based on the results of the audition recordings that the students submitted in Febru-

ary. This year, Seneca Valley will be represented by 21 eighth graders, which makes up about 20 percent 

of the total ensemble. 

Woodwind representatives include Marisa Ortiz, Tara Bhatia, Megan Sebring, Jessica Uhl, Justin Choi, 

Sofia Salgado, Erika Moeller, Sarah Hurst, Liz Linton, Arushi Subba and Tommy Zugell. Brass players 

include Jeremy O’Connor, Brandon Tatusko, Anthony Grasso, Miya Paserba, Matt Gallup, Henry von 

Rintelin and Kyler Lin. Percussionists Colin Scott, Matt Ehret and Carter Moriarity were also selected.  

Students from Seneca Valley were also selected for the Ninth Grade District Band Festival which will 

also be held at Rochester High School on April 15, 2014. These students were selected based on previous 

participation in PMEA Honors Band or by director recommendation. The following ninth grade musi-

cians will represent SV in April. They are Hanna Behr, Urvi Gupta, Alyson Vlasnic, Sammi Logan, Mitch 

Topf, Maddy Sinan, Seb Demetter, Austin Treu, Emily Scanlon, Luci Ferraro and Jordan Bender. 

Seneca Valley is very proud of the tradition of excellence that has long been a part of the instrumental 

music program. Once again, that tradition continues with the achievements of these fine students. Direc-

tors for the secondary instrumental music program include Robert Matchett, Varden Armstrong, Bob 

Babick and Sara Snyder. 

SVMS Talent 

Show winners 

The Seneca Valley Middle 

School hosted the 5th Annual 

Middle School Talent Show on 

Saturday, March 29, in the 

middle school multi-purpose 

room. More than 50 students 

competed in a variety of 

categories.  

Congratulations to the winners: 

Singing Category: 

● 3rd place: Sarah Ditmore – 

sang “Let it Go” in 25 

different languages 

● 2nd place: Alex Athanasiou 

sang “Viva la Vida” 

● 1st place: Sofia Martinez – 

sang “Wishing you Were” 

Dance Category: 

● 2nd place: Kaitlyn 

Jesionowski - Irish Dance 

● 1st place:  Alexis Gorman - 

danced to “Lunar Eclipse” 

Instrumental Category: 

● 2nd place: Maddie Arvanitas 

- piano solo to “Viva la Vida” 

● 1st place:  Kyle Young - 

guitar solo “Eruption” by Van 

Halen  

Other Category: 

● 1st Place:  Anthony Grasso - 

he solved five Rubrics’ cubes 

in 2 minutes, 35 seconds 

Audience Choice Award:  

● Lyndsey Butler - she sang “I 

See the Light” 
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The March Seneca Valley Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Math (STEM) lecture featured 

Dan Ranayhossaini (pictured here), a Seneca 

Valley graduate, who now works on drug 

biologics, i.e. peptides and antibodies.  He spent 

the morning talking with Seneca Valley students 

about his educational path both at Seneca Valley 

and in college, and his professional goals in 

Pharmacology.  

Mr. Ranayhossaini spent seven months working 

for Johnson & Johnson Pharmaceutical Research 

& Development, developing antibodies to treat 

cancer. He is now in the final year of his 

doctorate in Pharmacology at the University of 

Pittsburgh focusing on using short peptides for 

treatment of vascular disease.  

Mr. Ranayhossaini’s visit is part of the Seneca 

Valley School District’s monthly STEM Lecture 

Series, which provides 

professional speakers 

in the STEM fields.  

For April, Seneca 

Valley welcomed Rob 

Freyvogel, Carbinite 

LSR Team project 

manager, lead 

engineer and driver. 

Carbinite LSR is 

dedicated to educating and inspiring young 

people to test and stretch the limitations of 

mathematics, science and other technical fields; 

to develop fuel-efficient vehicles; and to create 

new power sources that can be sustained by 

alternative fuels. 

To learn more about the STEM lecture series, 

visit http://www.svsd.net/Page/8946 

Coming Home 

SV graduate speaks at STEM Lecture Series 

Seneca Valley students earn multiple awards at 

Pittsburgh Regional Science & Engineering Fair 

Five Seneca Valley students competed in the Pittsburgh 

Regional Science and Engineering Fair at Heinz Field on 

Friday, March 28, taking home multiple awards.   

Their independent science research projects ranged from a 

desktop CNC machine, to mobile data transfer through 

lasers, to the role of empathy in bullying behaviors.   

These student scientists include senior Rob Kunkel, taking 

third place, and junior Andrew Lingenfelter, taking second 

place, both in the engineering category.   

Freshmen Brock Gresock, Julia Kooser and Karina Latsko 

also competed.  Brock captured two sponsor awards; one 

from the ASM Materials Education Foundation, and one from the U.S. Steel Corporation.  Julia won a 

sponsor award from the Pittsburgh Psychoanalytic Center.  

Pictured from left: Karina Latsko, Rob Kunkel, 
Andrew Lingenfelter, Julia Kooser and Brock 

Gresock.  

Seneca Valley students earn SACP chemistry awards  

Two Seneca Valley Senior High School students recently earned awards in the 2014 Society for 

Analytical Chemists of Pittsburgh (SACP) Essay Competition. 

Gina Famiglietti, a junior, won second place and $300; and Melissa Pallotti, a senior, received an 

honorable mention and $100. 

The contest was open to high school students in 69 counties spanning Pennsylvania, Ohio and West 

Virginia. Each essay had to address the question: Do the economic benefits in terms of jobs and 

energy outweigh the environmental risks of hydraulic fracturing (fracking) used in the production of 

natural gas? 

Essays were read and rated by eight people from the Society for Analytical Chemists.  Judges based 

their scores on content, creativity, composition and following directions.  

The winners also received an invitation to the SACP Awards Dinner being held at Duquesne 

University Power Center Ballroom in May. 

Falling Water 

Seneca Valley Academy of 

Choice Cyber and Arts stu-

dents, grades 7-12, took a field 

trip earlier this month to expe-

rience Falling Water, a one –of

-a-kind national historic land-

mark. How fortunate we are to 

be able to experience this ar-

chitectural wonder made fa-

mous by Frank Lloyd Wright! 

http://www.svsd.net/Page/8946
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‘Persistent Protector’ wins national recognition 

Haine Middle School and the Seneca Valley School District are 

pleased to congratulate sixth grade students Marc Amado, 

Harry Foss, Ari Bilger, and Jose Ordonez as 2014 Toshiba/

NSTA ExploraVision Honorable Mention Winners. Their 

project, the Persistent Protector, was selected by a leading 

group of judges to receive this distinction of exceptional 

merit. The Persistent Protector idea was devised by the students 

as a new type of armored helmet technology that contains a 

visor with night vision, a heat senor, a live feedback camera, a 

communication system and the ability to detect the vital signs 

of the wearer, and to send all 

of this information to a 

command center. The group, 

according to their project 

abstract, believes the creation 

of such technology would not 

only save the lives of our men and women in the military and law 

enforcement, but be modified for use in extreme sports. 

These four outstanding young men represent one of only four groups 

to be selected from Pennsylvania in an application pool of nearly 

5,000 submissions nationwide and in Canada. They were led by 

Lynne Ranayhossaini, a teacher of gifted students at Haine Middle 

School. 

The students were honored at a Seneca Valley School Board Meeting 

on Monday, April 14, just days after attending an awards reception 

held at Haine Middle School. At the school reception, Cranberry Township resident and Westinghouse 

representative Mr. Jeffrey Flatt presented the awards and spoke to the students about education, 

innovation and public speaking.  Another 25 student participants were present and displayed their 

projects to community members and guests. 

Jeffrey Flatt of Westinghouse (left) 

presents the 2014 Toshiba/NSTA 

ExploraVision Honorable Mention 

award to Haine Middle School 6th 

graders Harry Foss, Marc Amado, Ari 

Bilger, and Jose Ordonez.   

Dr. Tracy Vitale, Superinten-

dent of Schools, joins Eric Di-

Tullio, Board President, in 

congratulations and recogniz-

ing the national winners dur-

ing a recent School Board 

meeting.  

Guest author 

visits Evans 

City schools 

On Friday, March 28, 2014 

Evans City Schools were 

proud to host nationally 

recognized children’s author 

and illustrator Lindsay Barrett 

George.  Ms. George shared 

her process for writing and 

illustrating award winning 

books with students and staff.  

To best demonstrate her point, 

she presented this process in a 

student friendly manner that 

included having students 

illustrate a character and prop 

that they were encouraged to 

use to develop a story idea.   

During lunch, a select group  

of students were treated to a 

Q& A session with the author, 

questioning her about the 

publishing process and her 

inspirations, while she signed 

books and even encouraged 

students to try their hand at 

being an author. According to 

Megan Kelly, Evans City 

Elementary teacher-librarian, 

Ms. George said her best 

advice for young people 

hoping to write and be 

published was to “read 

everything they could.” 

What on earth? 

ECMS students named contest winners in 

Annual Earth Day Competition 

At an assembly sponsored by BASF, The Chemical 

Company, on April 22, three Evans City fifth graders were 

surprised to learn they were 2014 Earth Day poster contest 

winners.  

Congratulations go to: 

Gabriella Donatucci – first place winner 

Natalie Miller – second place winner 

Hunter Reynolds – third place winner 

As the winner, Gabriella Donatucci had her poster made into a T-shirt given to all fifth grade students 

and staff, compliments of BASF. This was the 17th year that BASF sponsored the contest at Evans 

City Middle School. 

From left to right: Hunter Reynolds – 

3rd place winner, Natalie Miller – 2nd 

place winner, and Gabriella 

Donatucci – 1st place winner. 

From left to right: Mitchell Cole, Environmental 

Health and Safety Specialist for BASF; Lisa Toole, 

Evans City Site Manager for BASF; Hunter 

Reynolds, third place winner; Natalie Miller, 

second place winner; Gabriella Donatucci, first 

place winner; Jane Graham, Administrative 

Support Analyst for BASF; and Lisa McCombs, fifth 

grade teacher and Earth Day Poster Coordinator. 
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Butler County Conservation District recognizes SV 

teacher  

The annual Farm City Banquet, sponsored by the Rotary Club of 

Butler, Butler County Conservation District and the Penn State 

Extension, was held Monday, March 24, at Tanglewood Center in 

Butler. 

As part of the event, the Conservation District recognized Ms. Dana 

Hadley, a biology and horticulture teacher at Seneca Valley Senior 

High School, as Conservation Educator of the Year.   

Ms. Hadley has taught at Seneca Valley for 10 years where she has also acted as the adviser for the 

Envirothon and Biology clubs.  Her students have won the county competition six times.  

Ms. Hadley says she enjoys teaching about Pennsylvania’s native wildlife and encouraging her students 

to become aware of the natural environment. She is currently developing an outdoor classroom project 

with the Audubon Society with plans to include a teaching area with benches, native plant gardens, bird 

feeders and a chimney swift tower. 

“This is well deserved accolade,” said Mr. Jeffrey Roberts, senior high school assistant principal. “Ms. 

Hadley  is a dedicated teacher and a terrific Envirothon coach. I’m glad that the Conservation District 

selected her for this honor.” 

Grant success 

Seneca Valley Senior High School is the proud owner of two Vernier 

spectrometers (V-Specs) worth $2,800. Thanks to Ms. Kelly Weston, 

senior high school advanced placement teacher, the school received the 

equipment as part of a grant she applied for and received from The 

Spectroscopy Society of Pittsburgh. This equipment will be used in Ms. 

Weston’s AP Chemistry curriculum, STEM fair projects and open for 

use in other science courses. 

Pictured here are AP Chemistry students Lindsey Gorman, junior, and Trevor Katich, senior, using 

the equipment to complete the Determination of an Equilibrium Constant Lab.   

A star 

Senior high school teacher named Siemens Fellow 

Ms. Kelly Weston, senior high school advanced placement chemistry teacher, 

has been selected as a 2014 Siemens Teachers as Researchers (STARS) Fellow.  

She is one of only 40 middle and high school teachers across the country - and 

the only one from Pennsylvania – selected to attend. This fellowship will afford 

Ms. Weston the opportunity to work with the nation's top scientists for two 

weeks this summer at Oak Ridge National Laboratory in Tennessee. According to the STARS website, 

Ms. Weston will work with top scientists and researchers on short-term research projects about current 

topics of national interest that are related to ongoing research at the laboratory. Working in small 

teams, teachers will collaborate with laboratory scientific teams to conduct assigned research projects 

on current topics of national interest. In addition to the research immersion, each lab will provide 

additional educational enhancements throughout the program in the form of seminars, mini-

workshops, tours, and field trips to focus and expand the research experience.  

Good luck! 

Mr. Lucot moves to final round in Pa Teacher of the 

Year 

Mr. Jim Lucot, senior high school social studies teacher, has been named a 

regional finalist for Pennsylvania’s Teacher of the Year. Officials from the 

organization will now review video submissions and previous application 

materials to help identify the top finalists with the winner being announced 

in early winter 2014. 

On board 

Mr. Jason Shorr, senior high 

school art teacher, has been 

named to Carnegie Museum of 

Art’s Teacher Advisory Board. 

Mr. Shorr will serve on the 

board for two years beginning 

with the upcoming 2014-15 

term. According to the CMOA 

website, the board will work 

with CMOA education staff to 

understand and plan around the 

ways that objects and 

exhibitions in the museum can 

complement classroom learning 

objectives, and make a guided 

museum visit valuable to all K–

12 teachers. 

SV publication 

awards 

Seneca Valley School District 

Communications was the recip-

ient of five awards in the 2013-

14 Pennsylvania School Public 

Relations Association’s 

(PenSPRA) Annual Publica-

tions Contest. 

Those awards include: 

● Annual Report – an Award 

of Honor for the Annual Re-

port category and an Award 

of Excellence for the Elec-

tronic Communications cate-

gory 

● Advertising – Award of Hon-

or for Best Use of Advertis-

ing (on website) 

● District Calendar – Award of 

Excellence 

● District Website – Award of 

Excellence 
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Raider Athletics – April 2014 

Spring Sports Wrapping Up 

Even though Mother Nature has tried to wear us down, all of our Raider spring sport student-athletes 

are out on the tracks, fields, and courts representing the District in with tremendous school pride and 

exceptional athletic performances.  While the WPIAL playoff brackets have yet to be determined, 

most teams are still in the race to make playoff appearances in mid-May.  Follow Raider Athletics on 

our District Facebook page or on Twitter - @SV_Sports. 

Abbie Trzeciak Signs with Providence 

Senior three-sport student-athlete Abbie 

Trzeciak signed her official National Letter 

of Intent to attend Providence College and 

play volleyball.  After suffering an ACL tear 

while preparing for the state track meet last 

May, Abbie recovered from surgery in 15 

weeks to return to the volleyball court in 

October and help her team secure another 

WPIAL playoff berth.  She followed that up 

with second-team all-section honors in 

basketball this winter and is completing her 

Raider athletic career as a track & field student-athlete.  Abbie is on track to finish with 12 varsity 

letters – a rare feat these days.  Congratulations Abbie and good luck! 

2014 Fall Sport Physicals, Concussion & Drug Testing 

Information 

Yes, it’s that time to start thinking about NEXT YEAR’s athletic season.  With that in mind, we will 

be offering physicals at a different time – the first week in June.  Any student-athlete in rising grades 7

-12 who are interested in trying out or competing on a fall sport team in 2014 may have their physical 

completed at the senior high school on the following dates: 

● Wednesday, June 4 @ Senior High School from 2:45 – 5 p.m. 

● Thursday, June 5 @ Senior High School from 2:45 – 5 p.m. 

● Tuesday, June 10 @ Senior High School from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

These will be the only dates that physicals are offered.  Parents can download the PIAA CIPPE form, 

sections 1, 2, 5, & 6 from the District’s Athletics webpage.  The forms will need to be completed and 

carried to the physical for the doctor’s signature.  Physicals cost $15 and checks may be made payable 

to “SVSD.” 

For drug testing, student-athletes must arrive with a completed and signed drug-testing consent form 

(found on athletics website) along with the fee of $35 (checks made payable to “SVSD.”) Drug 

testing dates will be as follows: 

● Wednesday, July 30 @ Senior High School from 3 – 7 p.m. 

● Thursday, July 31 @ Senior High from 8 a.m. – noon & 1 – 3 p.m. 

● Wednesday, August 6 @ Senior High School from 3 – 7 p.m. 

● Thursday, August 7 @ Senior High from 8 a.m. – noon & 1 – 3 p.m. 

Any student-athlete who did NOT have an ImPACT Concussion Baseline Test during the 2013-14 

school year must have a baseline test prior to the start of fall sports for 2014-15 and this applies for 

any student-athlete in rising grades 7 – 12.  Baseline tests are good for two years.  Concussion testing 

dates will happen during the same time of all physicals and drug testing dates. 

Sports News 

● Ms. Marlesse Schlott Hames, 

intermediate high school 

biology teacher, was inducted 

into the Butler County Sports 

Hall of Fame the weekend of 

April 25-26. To the best of 

our knowledge, she is the only 

Seneca Valley individual 

athlete to ever be 

inducted.  Former coaches/

teachers Dave Florie, Guff 

Weigand, and Ken Lockey 

have been previous inductees. 

Terry Henry, former football 

coach and athletic director, 

was also inducted this year. 

Other teachers who are 

members of the Butler County 

Hall of Fame, representing 

their own alma maters, 

include Bill Crummy, senior 

high school teacher and 

Valerie Danner, senior high 

school English teacher. 

● Ms. Katie Smolter has been 

named the 2013-14 Girls’ 

Coach of the Year by Positive 

Athlete Pittsburgh Sports. 

Former Steelers great and 

Super Bowl XL MVP Hines 

Ward launched the 

organization to promote the 

benefits of “positivity” to 

young athletes in the 

communities surrounding 

Pittsburgh and shape the 

futures of young athletes for 

life skills beyond athletic 

competition. Ms. Smolter, 

senior high school special 

education teacher, is coach of 

the Seneca Valley Girls’ 

Lacrosse Team. 
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SV Thespians 

prepare for 

‘Midsummer/

Jersey’ 

The Seneca Valley Thespian 

Play, “Midsummer/Jersey,” is 

a modernized comedic remake 

of “A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream,” set on the Jersey 

Shore. It will be performed at 

7:30 p.m. on May 21, 23, and 

24, in the Seneca Valley Sen-

ior High School Auditorium. 

Ticket cost is $6 for adults and 

$4 for students/seniors.  
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